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ADDRESSES 

OR   the   occasioD   of   the 
66%  Anniversary 

of  the 

Founding  of  Maryland 
in  Liberia. 


•^^ 


Thursday,  February  22ii£  1900 

Q ^ 


\\  HE  TWENTY-SECOND  day  of  Febru- 
ary brings  to  the  mind  of  all  Mary- 

EHRATA. 


Page    14.      Second   line   of  Oration — "Aniugement  "  to 

spell  \Yitli  twt)  ''  rs." 
Page   24.      Tliird  line  from  bottom — "  solidity  "  to  read 

''  solidarity." 
Page   84      Twelfth   line   from    top— '^  patches "  to   read 

"  parches." 
j^age   44.     Fifth  line  from  top— ^^  home  "  to  read  ''  horn." 
Page   44.      Seventh    line  from   top — "county"  to   read 
^  "  country." 

I     Page   47.     Ninth  line  of  Hymn—''  Lo  "  to  read  "  To." 
)     Page  58      Second   line  from    top — insert    ''  on  "    after 

courage. 
^     This  pamjddet  havinj;  been  printed  in  Germany  nearly 
all  the  prononns  I  have  been  ]irinted  J.      Please  Observe 
this  in  reading. 

looking  over  a  brief  history  of  the  former 
inhabitants  of  this  place  we  find  that  the 
Portugese  had  carried  as  slaves  their  fore- 
fathers and  sold  them,  and  these  were  sons 
now  beholding  the  home  of  their  ancestors 
for  the  first  time. 

After  the  necessary  negotiations  between 
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HE  TWENTY-SECOND  day  of  Febru- 
ary brings  to  the  mind  of  all  Mary- 

anders   the    occasion    of  the   landing   of  our 

athers,  at  Cape  Palmas. 

In  1834,  on  Feb.  15  %  this  promon- 
tory was  sighted  by  the  few  noble-hearted 
passengers,  on  board  the  Brig  Ann,  who  had 
volunteered  to  be  the  pioneer  founders  of 
this  county.  Columbus  when  he  discovered 
America,  strained  his  eyes  to  behold  the  land 
which  for  many  days  he  had  anticipated 
seeing,  and  had  high  hopes  of  leaving  behind 
a  lasting  remembrance,  in  the  minds  of  his 
country  men,  of  his  being  the  first  to  land 
on  those  shores.  But  this  landing  was  diffe- 
rent, here  were  pioneers  who  were  beholding 
the  birth  place  of  their  fathers.  For  in 
looking  over  a  brief  history  of  the  former 
inhabitants  of  this  place  we  find  that  the 
Portugese  had  carried  as  slaves  their  fore- 
fathers and  sold  them,  and  these  were  sons 
now  beholding  the  home  of  their  ancestors 
for  the  first  time. 

After  the  necessary  negotiations  between 


Dr.  James  Hall,  the  leader  of  the  noble  band, 
and  king  Freeman  of  the  heathen  tribes  then 
settled  there,  the  Dr.  landed  the  passengers 
on  the  22ill  of  the  said  month.  It  so  happen- 
ed that  our  fathers  landed  on  the  Natal  day 
of  America's  first  President  Geo.  Washington, 
who  was  born  Feb.  22.  1732.  Why  should 
the  U.  S.  and  Liberia  not  be  closely  allied 
to  each  other? 

From  that  time  (Feb.  22.  '34)  until 
1884,  this  day  had  been  celebrated  by  the 
patriotic  sons  of  those  first  sires,  but  unfor- 
tunately for  the  space  of  sixteen  years,  was 
not  observed  by  the  people  generally,  and 
the  children,  yea,  some  of  the  older  citizens 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  what  occurred  on 
the  22!Iii  of  February.  During  a  part  of 
this  time,  the  No.  10  Excelsior,  a  society  of 
young  men,  had  kept  the  day  in  remembrance 
by  having  public  speeches  at  night.  But 
they,  too,  finally  ceased  to  observe  it. 

However  the  important  occasion  was 
not  entirely  forgotten,  hence  the  efforts  of 
the  Hon.  J.  H.  Dennis,  Superintendent  of 
the  county  in  January,  1900.  He  called  a 
number  of  the  citizens  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  themselves  into  a  committee 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  celebration. 
At  the  meetings   of  the  committee,  arrange- 
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ments  were  made  for  the  celebration  of 
the  sixty-sixth  anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  Maryland  in  Liberia.  The  Rev.  S.  D. 
Ferguson,  Jr.  proposed  the  erection  of  a 
monument  to  be  unveiled  on  that  day,  in 
memory  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county;  and 
that  it  be  made  on  the  spot.  The  committee 
endorsed  his  ideas  and  appointed  a  sub- 
committee to  collect  funds  by  subscription 
from  all  citizens  of  the  county  who  were 
disposed  to  give.  The  said  committee  had 
for  its  chairman,  Mr.  A.  C.  Tucker,  who  is 
noted  for  his  persevering  and  persistent 
energies  and  one  in  whom  all  confidence  can 
be  placed  when  duty  is  assigned  him.  The 
Rev.  S.  D.  Ferguson  was  appointed  the  De- 
signer and  Architect  of  the  proposed  monument. 
As  time  sped  on,  the  designs  were  being 
worked  out.  And  on  the  2l£l  of  February, 
the  following  programme  was  placarded  and 
circulated. 


Frograaae. 

For  the  66th  Annivensary  of  the  Founding 

of  Maryland  in  Liberia,   whidi   comes  off 

on  Thursday  the  22ud  inst.  1900. 

At  6  o'clock  a.m.  a  gun  will  be  fired  to  announce  the 
dawn   of  the   day. 

At  8  o'clock  a.m.  a  gun  will  be  tired  for  the  hoisting 
and   display  of  flags. 

At  lo  o'clock  the  invited  guests  and  citizens  in  general 
will  assemble  at  the  Rock  School  House,  in  front 
of  which  the  procession  will  be  formed  and  march 
from  there  under  the  direction  of  Major  E.  M. 
Cummings  — ,  Marshal  for  the  day,  to  the  parade 
square;  where  the  exercises   of  the  day  will  be  lield. 

At   12   o'clock  a  Salute   of  21   guns  will  be   fired. 

At  3  o'clock  the  unveiling  of  the  Monument  will  take 
place  by  the  Superintendent  Hon  J.  H.  Dennis  who 
will  also  make  an  Address. 

At  6  o'clock  p.m.  a  gun  announced  the  closing  of  the  day. 


ORDER  OF  PROCESSION. 

1.  Music  and  Military  escort. 

2.  The  Choir. 

3.  The  Superintendent  and  members   of  the  Council. 

4.  The  Head  men  and  Chiefs   of  the  Native  Tribes. 

5.  The  Military  Corps. 

6.  The  Clergy. 

7.  The  Foreign  representatives. 

8.  The  Judiciary. 

9.  The  Ladies. 

10.  The  Gentlemen   Citizens. 

11.  The  pupils   of  Brierly  Memorial   Hall. 

12.  The  pupils   of  Epiphany  Hall. 

13.  The  Schools  in  general. 


As  the  programme  directed,  at  the  early 
dawn  of  the  2211^,  many  were  awaken  from 
their  slumbers  by  the  firing  of  the  6  o'clock 
gun,  from  the  parade  square,  announcing  the 
dawn  of  another  Natal-day  of  the  county. 

What  thoughts  ran  through  the  minds 
of  the  citizens  on  this  occasion  can  hardly  be 
expressed.  Sixty-six  years  Maryland  County 
has  stood,  amidst  all  the  obstacles  to  check 
her  progress.  The  dangers  which  the  handful 
of  early  settlers  had  to  encounter  with  the 
natives  at  different  times,  but  yet  survived 
under  the  protection  of  the  Almighty's  arms; 
the  war  of  1875  when  the  whole  combined 
Grebo  tribe  sought  to  wipe  the  county  out 
of  existence,  but  it  was  again  covered  by 
the  Almighty's  wings;  the  ten  years  war  from 
1886  to  '96  with  the  Cavalla  and  Rocktown 
tribes,  and  again  preserved  by  God.  Such 
reflections  I  say,  must  have  ran  through  the 
minds  of  the  citizens  at  the  firing  of  the  gun 
announcing  the  day.  And  may  I  not  add  that 
a  prayer  of  thanksgivirg  went  up  from  many 
hearts  to  the  God  who  has  so  wonderfully 
spared  us,  not  only  from  the  hostile  natives, 
but  from  other  great  dangers  as  well. 

As  per  programme,  at  10  o'clock  the 
invited  guests  and  citizens  gathered  at  the 
appointed  place.     The  procession  was  nearly 
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complete  as  had  been  arranged.  The  Marshal 
of  the  day,  Major  E.  M.  Cummings,  of  the 
4^  Regt,  2 ill  Brigade,  a  young  man  full  of 
pluck,  zeal  and  patriotism  and  noted  for  his 
knowledge  of  military  tactics,  was  at  hand 
with  the  „Latrobe  Artillery  Company'' 
and  the  „Gibsoii  Gruards,"  the  two  best 
drilled  companies  of  the  Regiment,  to  form 
the  escort.  The  programme  in  his  hand  was 
sure  to  be  carried  out. 

The  choir  composed  of  about  25  young 
ladies  from  12  to  18  years  of  age,  and  about 
a  dozen  youths,  were  on  time  to  take  their 
place  in  the  procession,  under  the  direction 
of  their  chorister,  Mr.  A.  J.  Wood,  and  the 
organist,  Mr.  E.  D.  Shannon,  both  of  whom 
being  gifted  with  excellent  musical  talents. 
Supt.  Dennis  and  his  council  were  in  place 
next.  The  Chiefs  and  headmen  of  the 
Cavalla,  Graway  and  Rocktown  people  were 
present,  but  we  noticed  that  there  were  no 
representatives  from  Bigtown  and  Puduke, 
for  they  were  under  an  interdict,  laid  on 
them  by  the  Government  for  their  evil 
conduct. 

The  military  Corps  were  fully  represen- 
ted by  the  recently  appointed  Colonel  of  the 
4!l3  Regt.  Mr.  A.  B.  Stevens  and  his  staff. 
The  Clergy  were  in  place  and  fully  represented, 


from  all  denominations.  Several  foreigners, 
representatives  of  the  several  German  and 
English  firms  here,  were  present.  Quite  a 
number  of  citizens  from  all  classes  fell  in 
line.  It  was  indeed  worthy  of  notice  to  see 
the  Students  of  the  Cuttington  Collegiate 
and  Divinity  school  who  had  walked  the 
distance  of  about  four  and  a  half  miles,  with 
their  banners  and  headed  by  the  principal 
and  teachers,  and  the  girls  from  Brierly 
Memorial  Hall,  all  dressed  alike  and  having 
also  their  banners  take  the  place  assigned 
them  in  the  piocession.  These  two  schools 
belong  to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Mission 
and  are  doing  a  great  work. 

The  procession  thus  formed  marched 
down  Meckle  street  and  up  Maryland  Avenue 
to  the  parade  square,  where  a  booth  had 
been  erected  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  J. 
P.  Gibson,  who  had  most  carefully  and 
artistically  decorated  the  place. 

At  12  o'clock  the  usual  salute  of  21 
guns  was  fired. 

The  order  of  exercise  was  as  follows: 
1.  Devotional  exercises  by  the  Chaplin,.. 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  The  Rev. 
S.  J.  Taylor,  B.  A.,  who  announced  a 
hymn  from  the  ballad  Hy.  No.  1-,, Blessed 
is  the  Nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord." 


After  which  he  read  I  Sara.  12,  repeated 
the  Creed,  and  led  iii  a  forcible  extem- 
poraneous prayer. 

2.  Singing  by  the  Choir— Hy.  No.  2. 
,,They  desire  a  better  country." 

3.  The  opening  address  was  delivered  by 
the  Hon.  J.  L.  Cox. 

4.  Singing  by  the  Choir— Hy.  No.  3. 
,, Praise  ye  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

5.  The  oration  was  delivered  by  the  Hon. 
S.  W.  Seton. 

6.  Singing  by  the  Choir — Hy.  No.  4. 
,, Rejoice  Evermore." 

Then  followed  an  interval  of  10  minutes, 
during  which  time  the  guest  and 
others  moved  out  of  the  booth  and 
formed  themselves  around  the  monu- 
ment which  was  to  be  unveiled, 
the  Choir  at  the  same  time  filling 
the  air  with  their  voices,  singing  Hy. 
No.  5.  ,, Awake  our  souls,  away  our 
fears." 

7.  Unveiling  of  the  Monument  with  an 
address  by  the  Superintendent  ot  the 
County,  The  Hon.  James  Hiliary  Dennis. 
The  task  of  unveiling  the  monument 
was  a  unique  one,  for  never  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  county  was  the  like  seen 
before.     But  the  Hon.  gentleman  proved 


himself  equal  to  it.  Every  sentence  of 
his  address  ha  1  the  desired  effect,  and 
was  inspiring.  Mr.  Dennis  was  born 
at  Cape  Palmas  and  every  Marylander 
should  feel  proud  of  having  such  a  man 
at -the  head  of  the  local  Government. 
During  his  address  he  stepped  forward 
and  gracefully  hoisted  the  veil  thus 
exposing  to  view  the  first  monument 
made,  erected  and  unreiled  in  the 
Republic. 

8.  Singine:     by     the    Choir  — Hy.     No.    6. 
,,  Exultation." 

The  guest  repaired  again  to  the  booth, 
and  after  being  seated  the  next  order 
of  exercise  followed: 

9.  Impromptu  remarks  solicited. 

In  response  to  which,  Hon.  Judge  Wm. 
Bo  wen,  arose  and  made  some  interresting 
remarks  on  the  growth  of  the  county.  The 
Rt.  Rev.  S.  D.  Ferguson,  D.  D.,  D.  C.  L., 
then  made  a  very  timely  and  encouraging 
speech.  He  complimented  the  citizens  on 
the  happy  occasion,  and  made  referrence  to 
the  fact  that  the  unveiler  of  the  monument 
was  the  grand-son  of  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
the  county,  and  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
children  of  King  Freeman  who  had  received 
the  pioneers  with  open  arms — the  aboriginees 


of  Bigtowii  and  vicinity  were  not  present  on 
this  grand  occasion  in  company  with  the 
other  Grrebo  allies,  on  account  of  the  interdict 
placed  upon  them  by  the  Government. 

After  these  remarks  the  following  motions 
were  put: 

1.  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  given  to  the 
Committee  of  Ariangements  and  the 
Choir. 

2.  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  given  the 
Architect  and  Designer  of  the  monument, 
—  the  E,ev.  S.  U.  Ferguson,  Jr.  -  whose 
efforts  had  proven   successful. 

3.  That  the  entire  proceedings  of  the  day 
be  published. 

The  National  Anthem  was  then  sung, 
followed  by  No.  7.  the  'Gloria 
Patri."  and  Doxology  by  the  Chaplin. 

Refreshments  were  then  served  to  about 
400  persons,  during  which  the  Choir  sang — 
Hys.  Nos.  8,  9.  ''Fly  away  and  be  at  rest." 
and  "Lyons." 

Thus  ended  the  exercises  of  the  day, 
and  at  6  o'clock  p.  m.  a  gun  announced 
the  time  for  the  lowering  of  flags. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Honourable 
and  Judge  R.  H.  Gibson,  for  nearly  all  the 
hymns  that  were  sung  on  the  occasion. 

The   monument   is    erected   on  Mc  Gill 


street,  and  on  ca  line  with  Maryland  Avenue. 
It  is  made  of  stone  work,  heavily  overlaid 
with  Portland  cement,  and  is  thirteen  feet 
high.  On  the  south  side  the  following 
inscription  is  cut  deep  in  the  stone,  in  four 
lines:   — 

ERECTED   FEB.  22,  1900 

IN  MEMORY  OP 

THE  PIONEERS 

WHO  LANDED  HERE   FEB.  22,   18B4. 

By  the  Committee  of  Aii-angements, 

5    D.  Ferguson  jr. 

Secretary. 


THE  OPENING  ADDRESS  BY  THE 
HON.  J.  L.  COX. 

Hon.  Superintendent,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

Having  accepted  the  task  of  introducing 
to  you  the  object  and  cause  of  our  gathering 
together  here  to-day,  I  stand  before  you  in 
answer  to  the  call  of  duty,  though  in  a 
feeble  manner. 

Time  on  its  rapid  wing,  has  borne  us 
swiftly  onward  to  witness  this  66^  anni- 
versary of  the  landing  of  our  fathers  on 
these  delightful  shores  of  Cape  Palraas;  and 
brings  us  face  to  face  with  the  many  changes 
and  revolutions  of  time  tlnough  which  we, 
as  a  people  have  passed;  reminding  us  at 
the  same  time  of  the  relationship  we  sustain 
with  the  heathen  and  the  civilized  world. 

Could  our  minds  but  run  back  to  the 
day  when,  on  the  22^  of  Feb.  A.  D.  1834, 
our  fathers  landed  here,  and  imagine  the 
emotions  of  their  hearts;  wo  would,  no  doubt, 
cry  out  in  the  language  of  the  poet  and 
exclaim  — 

,,For  her  my  prayers  shall  rise, 
For  her  my  tears  shall  fall. 
For  her  my  toils  and  cares  be  given 
'Till  toils  and  cares  shall  end. 
Beyond  my  highest  joys. 
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I  prize  her  pleasant  scenes, 
Her  ever  verdant  vales  and  hills, 
Her  lovely  brooks  and  streams." 
God   of   our    fathers,    rise,    accept    our 
sacrifice    on    this    our   anniversary  day;    and 
our  County  bless  and  save. 

r  am  almost  persuaded  to  enter  just 
here  into  details;  but  I  cannot,  I  leave  this 
to  our  dear  sire  who  will  entertain  and  so 
fully  reveal  to  you  the  history  of  our  county, 
as  will  no  doubt  kindle  within  your  bosoms 
the  fire  of  love,  honour  and  patriotism; 
which  should  characterize  you  as  worthy 
sons  of  worthy  sires;  whose  only  endeavor 
has  been  to  obtain  for  us  a  happy  inheritance, 
where  we  with  our  brethren,  might  enjoy 
those  God  given  rights,  secured  to  us  under 
the  constitution  of  our  country  and  vouchsafed 
to  us  by  our  Beiiificient  Creator. 

Permit  me  to  introduce  to  you  the 
orator  for  the  occasion  my  beloved  friend 
and  sire,  the  Hon.  S.  W.  Seton,  who  will 
make  known  to  you  all  that  you  desire  to 
know  of  the  22^;  as  far  as  it  concerns  us 
as  sons  and  daughters  of  Maryland  County, 
as  well  as  all  true  and  patriotic  citizens  of 
our  beloved  Republic,  to  whom  we  proclaim:  — 
Sail  on  0  ship  of  State, 
Sail  on  0  union  strong  and  gi'eat; 
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Humanity  with  all  its  fears, 
With  all  its  hopes  of  future  years 
Is  hanging  breathlessly  on  thy  fate. 
Sail  on  nor  fear  to  breast  the  sea, 
Our  fears,  our  hopes  are  all  with  thee; 
Our  prayers,  our  tears, 
Our  faith  triumphant  over  our  fears. 
Are  all  with  thee,  are  all  with  thee. 

Born  in  a  land  of  liberty  having  early 
learned. its  value,  engaged  in  perilous  conflicts 
to  defend  it,  and  in  a  word,  devoted  the 
best  years  of  my  life  to  secure  its  permanent 
establishment;  my  anxious  recollections,  ray 
sympathetic  feelings  and  my  best  wishes  for 
its  successes,  I  can  hardly  express. 

ORATION 

DELIVERED  BY  THE  HONORABLE 

S.  W.  SETON: 

The    most    Honorable    Superintendent, 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Arange- 
ments.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  of  the 
County  of  Maryland  in  Liberia. 
I  highly  appreciate  the  compliment  thus 
paid  me  by  the  committee  in  this  my  appoint- 
ment   as    orator    for    this    grand     occasion. 
Although  I  feel  myself  inadequate  to  the  task, 
yet  I  feel  bound  to  accept,  and  shall  endeavor 
to    discharge    the    duty   in   my  humble  way, 
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and  accordint^  to  my  limited  abilities  and 
scanty  resources. 

It  is  recorded  in  the  Scriptures,  "that 
God  hath  made  man  upright;  but  they 
have  sought  out  many  inventions."  —  Eccles. 
vii.  29. 

Man  (Adam)  in  his  state  of  innocency 
had  but  limited  needs,  and  therefore  had  no 
cause  to  increase  his  wants,  but  no  sooner 
had  he  fallen  then  his  nature  became  depraved 
(selfish),  and  he  began  to  feel  the  necessity 
of  multiplying  his  wants,  hence  he  resorted 
to  the  manufacturing  of  garments  to  cover 
his  naked  body,  there  and  then  beginning 
his  inventions.  The  inventions  introduced  by 
men  are  divided  into  two  classes,  viz : 
eril  and  good.  Some  are  evil  by  nature 
while  others  are  good,  but  have  become  evil 
by  practice  or  an  evil  motive  that  impells 
the  practice  of  the  same.  Slavery  is  one  of 
the  evil  inventions  both  in  nature  and  prac- 
tice, because  it  seriously  infringes  upon 
man's  right  of  person,  of  property  and  of 
his  free  practice,  which  are  commonly  called 
freedom  or  inalienable  rights,  or  the  rights 
which  a  person  cannot  transfer  or  convey  to 
another,  and  at  the  same  time  be  happy 
for  comfortable. 

We  need  not  give  details  of  the  slavery 
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forced  upon  our  Negro  race  by  all  the  so- 
called  European  Christian  nations,  all  of 
whom  as  demons  in  human  form,  had  buried 
their  supposed  innocent  Christian  hands  in 
the  cruel,  infamous  and  inhuman  enterprise 
in  the  eighteenth  century.  A  prominent 
European  writer  made  use  of  the  following 
epigrammatic  expression  —  ''The  eighteeiith 
century  stole  the  black  man  from  his  country; 
the  nineteenth  century  steals  his  country 
from  the  black,  man".  During  this  infamous 
traffic  in  the  human  flesh,  it  is  said  that  no 
less  than  40,000,000  of  our  Negro  race  have 
been  by  fraud,  violence  and  plunder  exported 
from  our  country.  This  vast  number  has 
subjected  to  the  most  degraded,  relentless 
and  humiliating  bondage  at  the  hands  of  the 
so-called  Christian  people. 

Such  a  condition  of  grinding  oppression 
to  which  the  unfortunate  Negro  race  was 
subjected,  could  never  have  failed  to  forci- 
bly call  forth  the  humanitarian  and  sympa- 
thetic feeling  for  the  sufferer  from  any  rank 
heathen,  much  less  from  the  professed  follo- 
wers of  Christianity.  The  benevolent  feelings 
of  some  of  the  most  sympathetic  American 
Christian  philanthropists  in  favor  of  the  Ne- 
groes, were  justly  aroused,  and  immediately 
came  to  the  relief  of  the  suffering  race.   Which 
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caused  to  spring  up  into  existence  a  philan- 
thropic organization  known  as  THE 
AMERICAN  COLONTZATI,ON  SOCIETY 
in  1816.  The  preamble  of  its  constitution 
reads  thus:  ''The  object  of  this  society  shall 
be  to  aid  the  colonization  of  Africa,  by 
voluntary  colored  emigrants  from  the  United 
States,  and  to  promote  there  the  extension 
of  Christianity  and  Civilization."  Almost 
simultaneously  another  powerful  organization 
sprang  into  existence  in  the  United  States, 
known  as  THE  ABOLITIONIST  SOCIETY, 
whose  aim  was  not  only  to  set  the  Negro 
Free,  but  to  make  him  remain  in  America 
as  a  permanent  citizen,  and  not  to  emigrate 
to  Africa.  The  object  of  the  two  societies 
were  so  conflicting  as  to  bring  about  a  strong 
opposition  between  them. 

The  Colonization  Society,  though  having 
many  branch  societies  in  various  states,  yet 
worked  together  harmoniously.  The  branch 
of  this  society  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  was 
represented  by  Mr.  John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  who 
began  his  connection  with  the  Society  in  the 
law  office  of  Gen'l  Robert  Gooloe  Harper, 
and  there  indoctrinated  in  the  principles  of 
the  society  in  the  year  1822.  In  his  first 
speech  delivered  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  society,  January  19,   1826,  he  urged  the 
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selection  ofCapePalmas  for  a  new  settlement. 
The  Maryland  State  Colonization  Society  was 
subsequently  organized  and  with  Mr.  Latrobe 
as  secretary,  and  with  pecuniary  help  from 
the  state,  the  idea  of  the  new  colony  nnder 
the  auspices  of  the  society  was  carried  out. 
Dr.  James  Hall  was  induced  to  undertake 
the  task  of  leading  forth  the  first  emigrants 
for  the  founding  of  the  new  colony. 

On  the  27!l!  of  November  1833,  five 
days  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
to  govern  the  new  colony,  the  first  emigrants 
embarked  from  Baltimore,  on  the  Brig  Ann 
of  160  tons,  under  Captain  Landon,  with  full 
cargo  of  goods  and  provisions  All  were  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Hall,  as  agent  of  the  society, 
in  company  with  Rev.  John  Hersey  as  assi- 
stant. Two  missionaries  also  embarked,  the 
Rev.  John  Leighton  Wilson,  who  spent  so 
long  and  useful  a  life  in  Africa;  and  the  E,ev^ 
S.  R.   Wynkoop. 

On  the  25^  of  January  the  "Ann" 
reached  Monrovia,  and  after  remaining  there 
a  few  days,  took  on  board  thirty  old  settlers, 
nineteen  of  whom  were  adult  males  well  accli- 
mated. The  Brig  proceeded  to  Bassa,  where 
five  more  recruits  joined  the  number,  among 
whom  were  Stephen  Benson  —  father  of 
Liberia's  second  President   —  and  James  Polk. 
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Prom  Bassa  the  Brig  directed  its  course  to 
Cape  Palmas,  where  she  arrived  on  the  lb— 
of  February. 

We  have  the  account  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  colony  in  the  following  words 
of  Mr.  Latrobe:  — 

•'The  news  of  another  settlement  to 
be  established  had  found  its  way  to  the 
leeward,  and  the  people  (the  natives  of 
the  place)  were  prepared  for  the  grand 
palaver,  which  was  held.  As  was  anti- 
cipated the  item  of  rum  was  insisted  upon 
as  a  sine  qua  noii  by  the  natives.  After 
they  had  agreed  to  sell  the  land  to  them, 
the  question  of  consideration  came  up, 
and  for  a  time  every  thing  was  at  sea 
(very  high).  Dr.  Hall  was  preemtory. 
However,  after  enumerating  "the  trade 
goods  that  he  was  willing  to  give  in 
exchange  for  the  territory,  he  said  'My 
master  gave  me  these  to  buy  a  home  for 
his  people,  if  you  take  what  I  offer, 
good,  if  not  I  will  go  my  way'.  Finally 
he  proposed  to  give,  as  a  substitute  for 
many  articles  used  in  English  and  Ger- 
man trafficking,  in  which  he  was  defi- 
cient so  many  silver  dollars,  with  the 
exact  and  comparative  value  of  which 
every  trader  on  the  coast  was   familiar, 
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and  this  being  accepted,  as  th.e  sun  de- 
clined the  palaver  was  set,  as  the  natives 
termed  it,  and  the  morrow  was  fixed  for 
the  'making  of  book',  or  executing  the 
deeds  accordingly.  The  witnesses  and 
signers  on  the  part  of  the  Greboes  (heathen) 
were,  —  Parmah-Peyiiyema  (King  Free 
man),  king  of  Cape  Palmas;  Baphro- 
Grbe  Kpafro,  king  of  Grand  Cavalla  jind 
River  Cavalla;  and  Weah  Bolio-Bodior, 
king  of  Graway;  those  on  the  part  of 
the  colonists  were  Dr.  James  Hall,  agent 
of  the  Colonization  Society;  George  E>. 
McGill;  and  James  M.  Thomson,  a  well 
educated  young  man  who  hailed  from 
Demarara  and  who  was  also  the  secre- 
tary of  the  diplomatic  council.  Thus  the 
necessary  arrangements  were  completed. 
The  kings  reserved  to  their  people 
the  use  of  their  villages  and  fields,  and 
stipulated  that  within  a  year,  free  public 
schools  should  be  established  for  the 
benefit  of  their  children  (i.  e.  the  native) 
—  one  at  Cape  Palmas,  one  at  GraAvay 
and  one  Grand  Cavalla. 

After  exchanging  the  copies  of  the 
deeds,  Dr.  James  Hall,  as  agent  and 
Representative  of  the  society,  presented 
the  colonists  to  king  Freeman  with   the 


following  expression  — 

'I  herewith  present  to  you  your  pe- 
ople,   whom   we  have  taken  from  exile, 
and  are  now  brought  back  to  possess  in 
common    with    you;    and    to    enjoy    the 
advantages    of  civilization    and   Christi- 
anity with  you  in  your  fatherland." 
All  of  the  surviving  natives  who  were 
present  in  the  council,  do  still  attest  to   the 
fact  that   Dr.  Hall  made   that   expression    as 
his   concluding   remarks    of  the   negotiations. 
In    the    interim,    due    preparations    had 
been  made  by  the  Cape  Palmas,  Graway  and 
Cavalla   people,    by  jointly    erecting   booths 
and    other    temporary    houses    on   the   Cape^ 
some  of  the  Cape   Palmas  men   caused   their 
wives    to    vacate   their    own    houses   for   the 
reception   and   accomodation    of   the    pioneer 
colonists.     Thus    recognizing    and   idertifying 
the  latter  as  their  liitli  and  kin.    The  immi- 
grants  landed   February   22!!l,    1834.      Here 
we  leave  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Cape  Palmas, 
known    then    as    the    state    of    Maryland    in 
Liberia,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Maryland 
State  Colonization  Society  of  the  United  States. 
Your  honor  the  Superintendent,  members 
of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  and  fellow 
Citizens;    our   subject  demands  that  Ave  take 
a  view  of  the  county  from  a  general   stand- 


point,  and  notice  its  pass,    its    present  and 

its  future.  ^'"""""""^ 

Taking  a  retrosj-iective  view  of  our 
county  through  the  vista  of  66  long  years 
that  have  passed  since  the  settlement  of  the 
place,  we  find  that,  as  already  stated,  it  was 
originally  under  the  administration  of  the 
M.  S.  C.  Society,  with  Dr.  Hall  as  agent, 
whose  incumbency  was  of  but  a  short  du- 
ration, being  for  only  two  years,  when  he 
resigned  on  account  of  ill  health.  During 
\)\\  Hall's  administration,  the  only  incident 
that  occurred  which  had  the  tendency  to 
interrupt  the  friendly  relations  and  feelings 
then  existing  between  the  two  elements.  A 
false  report  had  reached  the  governor,  that 
king  Freeman  was  using  or  about  to  use  his 
influence  to  interrupt  the  rice  trade  that  was 
going  on  between  the  colony  and  the  Rock- 
town  people,  and  thereby  the  king  intended 
to  starve  the  colonists.  Hearing  this  the 
governor  became  quite  indignant  and  on  an 
inquiry  of  the  king,  he  positively  denied  the 
truth  of  the  report,  and  there  rested  the 
matter. 

Having  tendered  his  resignation,  Dr. 
Hall  presently  proceeded  to  the  U.  S.  and 
thus  retired  from  his  laborious  task.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Oliver  Holmes  of  Baltimore 
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who  filled  the  place  temporarily  until  a  color- 
ed man,  (the  first  colored  governor  of  a 
civilized  colony  in  West  Afiica)  was  appoint- 
ed In  1836  John  B.  Russwiirm  was  appoint- 
ed hy  the  Society,  governor  of  Maryland  in 
Liberia.  He  was  the  only  colored  man  on 
the  coast  that  had  received  a  literal  education. 

He  was  a  graduate  of  one  of  the  best 
New  England  acadamies,  and  obtained  the 
degiee  of  M.  A.  at  Bowdoin  college.  He 
was  beloved  by  the  natives  for  his  scrupu- 
lous moderation  and  respected  by  the  colo- 
nists and  missionaries  for  his  intelligent,  lea*  n- 
ing  and  integrity,  a  fit  successor  to  watch 
over  the  development  of  the  principles  of 
sobriety  and  freedom  upon  which  the  colony 
was  founded,  and  to  impose  a  wholesome 
chpck  upon  the  excesses  of  the  democratic 
spiiit.  At  the  time  that  Mr.  Russwurm  was 
appointed  governor  (1836)  many  regarded  the 
choice  of  a  colored  man  as  a  doubtful  ex- 
periment, bnt  their  seeming  doubtful  exper- 
iment proved  a  glorious  success  far  beyond 
expectation,  which  so  pleased  the  parent 
society,  that  five  years  afterwards  they  follow- 
ed the  example  at  Monrovia,  by  appointing 
as  the  successor  ot  governor  Buchanann, 
Joseph  Jenkins  Roberts.  Governor  Russwurm 
was   affable,    generous    and   of   an   agreeable 
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disposition,  but  not  less  adventurous  and  cour- 
ageous. These  last  two  qualities  seemed  to 
lie  dormant  in  him  until  necessity  called  forth 
an  exhibition.  Mr.  Russwufm  plainly  dis- 
played this  courageous  and  adventurous  spirit 
fli'st,  in  his  dangerous  journey  to  the  leeward 
of  Cape  Palmas,  when  he  became  mstiumen- 
tal  in  annexing  to  the  colony  about  100  miles 
of  territory,   viz.-Tabou,   Bassa  and  Berreby. 

The  code  of  laws  preparc^d  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  government  of  the  county, 
provided  that  should  either  of  the  two  ele- 
ments be  guiliy  of  killing  any  peison,  it 
should  be  regarded  as  manslaughter,  and 
should  be  settled  accordingly  and  not  to  be 
considered  as  a  cause  of  a  civil  hostility  bet- 
ween the  two  elements.  When  Mr.  Russwurui 
attempted  to  go  up  to  Panh  country,  and 
was  prevented  and  treated  with  indignity  by 
the  Hedie  people,  he  retuined  and  complain- 
ed to  king  Freeman,  who  forth  with  dispatch- 
ed his  soldiers  there,  when  they  captured 
one  of  the  influential  men  of  the  place.  Al- 
though the  man  died  in  the  prison,  yet  the 
people  of  Hedie  paid  for  the  damages  they 
had  committed  at  the  time.  Could  any 
stronger  solidity  or  union  of  interests  and 
responsibilities  have  existed  between  any  two 
states  in  the  Union?    But  governor  Russwurm 


—   2;   — 


had  subsequently  succeeded  in  going  to  Panh 
at  the  distance  of  250  miles  without  any 
further  molestation  by  any  of  the  tribes  on 
the  road  or  on  the  river. 

This  is  generally  regarded  as  the  golden 
age  of  Cape  Palmas,  when  king  Freeman  and 
governor  Russwurm  were  found  to  have  poss- 
essed a  congenial  spirit,  always  holding  to- 
gether whenever  any  serious  matter  occurred 
that  might  have  the  tendency  of  involving 
the  whole  place  in  a  civil  Avar  unexpectedly. 

Of  all  the  accidents  which  occurred, 
that  might  have  created  a  serious  collision 
and  which  might  have  resulted  in  a  civil 
war,  was  the  case  of  one  Mr.  Parker,  who 
shot  a  Bareke  man,  (native)  for  not  agreeing 
with  his  terms  when  the  man  offered  to  sell 
him  a  croo  of  rice.  When  the  news  of  the 
shooting  reached  the  man's  home,  the  young 
men  of  the  place  for  fear  the  matter  would 
reach  the  ears  of  the  old  raen-who  as  king 
Freeman  dared  avenge  themselves  on  the 
America!^ s-went  in  arms  to  Mr  Parker's  house 
at  night  and  killed  him,  his  son  and  wounded 
his  daughter,  the  rest  of  the  family  escaping. 
That  very  night  the  bigtown  of  king  Free- 
man's people  caught  fire,  and  while  the  young 
men  who  were  absent  at  the  time,  were  com- 
ing home  the  next  day,  and  who  were  ignor- 
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ant  of  the  Parker's  affray,  they  were  caught 
by  the  guard  of  the  Americans  placed  at 
Bunker  Hill,  and  upon  order  of  Captain 
Snetter  were  fired  upon.  When  the  sad  news 
reached  their  home  (Bigtown)  the  people  be- 
came enraged  and  with  arms,  were  on  the 
way  to  the  place  of  hostilities,  when  they 
were  met  by  king  Freeman,  governor  E,uss- 
wurm  and  the  Rev.  John  L.  Wilson,  who 
stood  in  the  gap  and  succeeded  in  quieting 
the  crowd,  and  restoring  peace,  at  the  same 
time  taking  away  their  guns,  which  peace 
and  harmony  existed  and  was  perpetuated 
during  the  administration  of  king  Freeman 
and  governor  Russwurm.  Their  deaths  closed 
the  golden  age  of  the  county. 

The  age  that  immediately  followed  the 
delightful  reigns  of  these  two  morally  good 
men,  may  be  properly  denominated  an  iron  tig'O; 
that  is,  the  age  in  which  fire  arms  are  re- 
sorted to  in  order  to  decide  questions,  should 
calm  and  peaceful  words  avail  nothing.  Of 
all  the  questions  that  have  led  to  the  use 
of  an  armed  force  is  the  Innd  question,  i.  e. 
whether  the  right  of  ownership  to  the  public 
domain  is  vested  in  the  government  or  in 
the  aborigines,  who  ceded  that  right  to  the 
government  at  the  time  when  the  treaty  of 
transference    of  the   land   was    signed.     This 
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question  J  repeat,  has  been  a  bone  of  cont- 
ention, which  began  shortly  after  the  deaths 
of  king  Freeman  and  governor  Russwurm, 
and  has  continued  up  to  the  present  time. 
Hence  Cape  Palmas  has  been  the  scene  of 
continuous  disturbances  and  hostilities.  But 
we  thank  God  that  this  state  of  things  appear 
to  be  now  closing  with  the  deposition  of  king 
AVode  Sebbe,  (the  rebellious  king)  who  has 
been  rampant  on  the  land  question. 

Let  us  turn  our  attention  now  to  — 
THE  PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  THE 
COUNTY  OF  MARYLAND. 

The  disaster  of  the  war  of  1856—7 
during  the  administration  of  governor  J.  B. 
Drayton  and  the  kingship  of  Dudee  Sorbo, 
the  successor  of  king  Freeman,  compelled  the 
citizens  of  the  state  of  Maryland  to  appeal 
to  the  Republic  of  Liberia  for  annexation, 
which  appeal  was  promptly  and  favorably 
acted  upon.  Hence  the  state  became  the  4^ 
County  of  the  Republic.  The  supreme  power 
of  the  state  was  no  longer  vested  in  the  Supt 
of  the  county,  but  he  with  his  council  ex- 
ercised limited  power,  and  therefore  had  to 
refer  any  important  matter  to  the  general- 
government  in  Monrovia  for  final  decision. 
Of  all  the  four  counties  of  the  Republic,  that 
of  Maryland    has   been    the   foremost   to   re- 
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cognize  the  primary  importance  of  incorpor- 
ating into  the  body  politic  the  civilized  ab- 
origines, as  well  as  the  accession  of  the  he- 
athen tribes  far  and  near  in  the  interior.  For 
an  illustration  of  the  fact,  we  see  their  ad- 
vancement in  the  following  positions,  &c.  held 
by  them.  —  In  the  military  department  we 
find  four  holding  position  as  Captain.  Three 
h£CY'e"been  Honourable  members  of  the  Leg- 
islature, in  the  house  of  representatives.  Many 
have  held  positions  as  School  Teachers,  and 
hav^  done  so  with  great  credit  to  the  race, 
among  whom  we  find  the  Rev.  M.  P.  K. 
Valentine  M.  A.,  as  the  first  colored  Prin- 
cipal in  the  county.  Many  are  excellent  Class- 
ical scholars.  Two  have  been  acting  as  effici- 
ent Engineers.  Pour  have  received  diplomas 
as  graduates  in  Medicine,  one  is  still  in 
America  practicing.  There  is  another,  (not 
of  the  four)  now  in  the  U.  S.  graduating  in 
Medicine.  You  will  also  find  among  them 
accomplished  Musicianers. 

Many  of  the  aboriginal  tribes  are  not 
only  nominal  subjects  of  the  government,  but 
do  actually  pay  the  head  taxes  prescribed 
by  law.  Some  of  these  tribes  are  of  the 
distance  of  150  miles  from  the  sea  board. 
It  seems  to  be  an  indisputable  fact  that  as  this 
county    is    thus    working    along    the   normal 
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racial  line,  J  do  positively  assert  that  she 
is  destined  to  succeed  sooner  or  later  in  the 
race  identification  and  amalgamation,  and 
thus  prepare  herself  for  stronger  consolidation. 
This  seems  apparent  to  all  thinking  Liberi- 
ans,  considering  the  fast  progress  the  county 
has  made. 

HER  POLITICAL  PROGRESS. 

Although  late  in  her  connection  with 
the  Republic,  yet  she  has  not  been  the  least 
in  the  political  improvements,  for  she  has 
given  to  Liberia,  since  her  annexation  only 
4B  years  ago,  three  Vice  Presidents,  and  dec- 
lined to  accept  once  or  twice  the  offer  of 
the  Presidential  nomination.  She  has  also 
had  about  5  or  6  Colonels;  nine  Superintend- 
ents; one  Brigadier  General;  seven  Judges 
of  the  Quarterly  Courts;  three  Associate  Just- 
ices of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  many  other 
subordinate  civil  officers  who  have  been  hold- 
ing important  offices  of  sacred  trust,  with 
credit  to  themselves  and  honor  to  the  Negro 
Race. 

The  assertion  of  that  most  race-degrad- 
ing and  humiliating  problem  that  the  Negro 
has  an  inherent  incapability  of  autonomy  or 
self  government,  has  been  fairly  disproven, 
beyond  peradventure,  but  satisfactorily  solved. 
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MATERIAL  IMPROVEMENTS  IN  THE 
COUNTY. 

Most  of  the  cottages  in  the  county, 
which  were  erected  by  the  first  settlers  and 
occupied  by  them,  are  now  being  superseded 
by  ma^nificient  buildings  of  stone,  wood  and 
brick,  that  are  elegantly  and  beautifully  ad- 
orning the  city  of  Harper.  A  substantial  and 
durable  light  house  of  solid  granite  stone  has 
been  erected,  which  nicely  ornaments  the 
promontory  of  the  Cape.  A  public  monu- 
ment, the  first  of  the  kind  ever  erected  here, 
has  been  put  up  by  our  present  Superintend- 
ent and  his  associate,  the  Rev.  S.  D.  Ferg- 
uson, Jr.  The  purport  of  which  is  to  cherish, 
preserve  and  ever  perpetuate  the  remem- 
brances of  our  noble  sires,  whose  bodies 
though  now  moulding  in  their  graves,  yet 
have  their  memories  preserved  in  the  archives 
of  the  sacred  recesses  of  our  hearts. 

COMMERCIAL  AND  AGRICULTURAL 
IMPROVEMENTS. 

There  are  some  energetic  and  enterpris- 
ing young  merchants  and  farmers  among  us, 
who  have  so  far  done  well,  but  need  more 
vigor  and  energy  in  order  to  secure  tangible 
and  commendable  successes.  Some  of  the 
merchants  are  standing  alongside  the  foreign 
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merchants  in  their    shipments;    all    of   which 

shows  progress. 

THE  FUTURE  OF  MARYLAND  COUNTY. 

Taking  a  prospective  view,  one  will 
evidently  observe  that  the  county  is  now 
confronting  favorable  and  promising  possibi- 
lities for  agricultural,  commercial  and  mineral 
enterprises. 

Our  forests  abound  with  valuable  tim- 
bers, dye  woods  etc.  The  soil  is  extremely 
fertile  and  consequently  inviting  to  the  farmer. 
What  is  primarily  necessary  in  order  to  suc- 
ceed in  combating  with  the  soil,  is,  J  believe, 
the  organization  of  companies,  composing  men 
actuated  by  a  congenial  and  active  spirit. 
Men  that  can  encourage  one  another  by  their 
constant  and  persevering  activity  and  not 
slothful  in  business. 

The  old  saying  is  "Sweyer  yey  dene 
ma  powa.  —  The  ant  says  no  burden  is  too 
heavy  for  the  multitude."  Analogous  to  an- 
other old  familiar  saying,  which  is,  "Vis 
unita  fortior,  —  Strength  united  is  stronger." 

The  method  with  which  these  various 
possibilities  may  be  applied  to  our  personal 
and  practical  benefit,  as  well  as  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  County,  and  eventually  that  of 
the  Country  at  large;  It  is  not  always  abso- 
lutely  necessary   for   a  person  to  commence, 
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on  a  large  scale,  a  farming  operation  and 
with  a  large  capital  means  at  his  disposal, 
but  this  may  be  done  on  a  small  scale.  A 
civilized  person  may  cut  his  rice  farm  in  a 
similar  manner  as  the  heathen  does,  i.  e  plant 
his  rice  and  corn  by  pell-mell  and  after 
three  months  he  will  have  his  harvest  and 
after  about  five  months  the  rice  harvest.  In 
similar  manner  the  ce^ials,  and  other  vege- 
tables for  family  consumption  may  be  raised, 
such  as,  Kpaso,  a  sort  of  the  African  Wheat, 
Beans,  Peas,  Cassada,  Eddoes,  Plantains, 
Bannanas,  Tomatoes,  Eggplants,  Yams,  Pot- 
atoes, Sugar  cane,  for  syrup  and  sugar.  Corn, 
K,ice,  Arrowroot,  Ginger,  etc.  also  fruit  trees 
of  various  sort.  Then  there  is  the  raising 
of  domestic  poultry  and  animals,  such  as. 
Hogs,  Goats,  Sheep,  Cattle,  etc.  which  may 
be  fed  on  cassada,  potatoes,  breadfruits,  etc. 
and  especially  corn,  which  is  so  nutritious 
as  to  afford  the  creatures  sufficient  nourish- 
ment, which  tend  to  hasten  their  growth  and 
help  to  promote  and  perfect  their  bodily 
development.  All  other  things  being  equal 
the  farmer  will  have  no  need  of  depending 
upon  foreigners  for  the  maintenance  of  his 
family  as  he  does  now. 

Another  important  subject  which  claims 
our  attention,    is  the  absolute  use  of  foreign 
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food,  clothing  and  medicines,  not  considering 
that  we  are  of  different  countiics,  of  diiferent 
climatic  changes  and  vicissitudes,  and  of  differ- 
ent temperament  of  body.  Uo  not  understand 
me  to  say  that  J  forbid  the  total  nse  of  for- 
eign food,  clothing  and  medicines,  but  J  do 
hold  that  the  drugs  may  be  used  after  our 
home  remedies  have  actually  failed  to  cure 
the^com plaint  we  may  have.  Just  so  it  is 
with  the  use  of  foreign  food  and  drinks  that 
are  not  adapted  to  our  climate  and  consti- 
tution and  which  are  more  expensive.  As 
regards  the  kind  of  food  and  drinks  to  be 
used,  and  what  to  be  avoided,  in  the  tropi- 
cal climates  and  countries,  a  medical  gentle- 
man of  large  experience  says: 

"Therefore  it  is  clear  that,  in  a  climate 
where  the  surrounding  air  has  a  temperature 
almost  equal  to  that  of  the  human  body,  the 
body  undergoes  only  a  very  little  loss  of 
heat  and  has  need  of  less  nourishment,  and 
this  should  be  less  heating.  This  indicates 
with  what  moderation  it  is  necessary  in  warm 
countries  to  make  use  of  butter,  oil  and  other 
fatted  foods.  It  is  the  same  with  beer,  which 
is  a  drink  producing  billiousness  in  the  torrid 
zone,  where  the  liver  has  too  great  a  ten- 
dency to  secrete  a  superabundant  quantity  of 
bile.    It  is  better  to  substitute  for  it  Chinese 
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tea,  which  is  the  drink  of  the  Asiatic  conti- 
nent and  of  b]astorn  Europe,  or  the  tea  of 
Paraguay  which  is  in  general  use  in  South 
America,  where  it  is  commonly  known  under 
the  name  of  mate. 

Another  advisable  drink  is  table-wine, 
of  which  the  alcoholic  property  does  not  ex- 
ceed 17  7o5  ^^'i^^^  i^s  tonic  properties  it  can 
only  be  taken  moderately  to  do  good.  As 
for  alcohol  it  is  necessary  to  avoid  it  enti- 
rely in  whatever  foi-m,  because  of  its  affini- 
ty for  water,  it  dries  and  patches  the  stomach 
by  absorbing  all  the  gastric  juice  and  renders 
it  powerless  to  fulfil  its  important  duty  in 
nutrition.  One  cannot  recommend  too  highly 
drinking  only  water  which  has  been  boiled, 
for  it  has  been  known  that  boiling  destroys 
all  the  bad  germs  which  it  contains." 

Thus  we  see  that  we  are  not  to  unre- 
se»rvedly  imitate  the  Europeans  in  our  food, 
drinks  and  clothing,  for  it  stands  to  reason 
we  are  living  in  a  countiy  which  is  quite 
different  from  that  Avhich  they  occupy. 

The  Lumber  getter  should  commence 
his  operation,  like  that  of  the  farmer  as  des- 
cribed above,  when  he  will  have  no  neces- 
sity of  applying  to  the  merchant  for  advance, 
which  method  makes  him  other  than  sole 
owner  of  his  lumber.    Our  rivers  and  creeks 


are  filled  with  a  variety  of  fishes  which  may 
be  taken  by  means  of  netting,  angling  and 
many  other  methods  contrived  by  the  natives 
as  well  as  devised   by   the    civilized    people. 

The  huntsman  will  find  sufficient  game 
to  make  his  living.  The  merchant  will  have 
free  access  to  abundance  of  produce,  with 
which  to  invest  his  merchandise,  with  con- 
siderable amount  of  profit  sufficient  enough 
to  cheer  his  heart,  with  assuiance  that  he 
is  doing  a  lucrative  business.  Thus,  we  see, 
that  every  energetic  Liberian  youth  stands 
good  chances  ample  enough  to  find  a  profit- 
able employment  or  avocation  to  persue  for 
his  own  living  and  advancement  and  for  the 
benefit  of  his  family. 

The  County  of  Maryland  has  once  more 
been  blest  with  another  advantage  of  ensuring 
successful  improvements  in  the  person  of  the 
Honourable  James  Hiliary  Dennis,  a  potent, 
energetic  and  enterprising  Superintendent 
whose  mind,  in  his  prime  of  youth  well 
fraught  with  a  variety  of  plans,  originality 
of  ideas  and  aident  aspirntions  which,  J 
hope,  he  will  not  fail  in,  nor  be  backward, 
but  will  ever  be  forward  and  prompt  to  lay 
before  the  public  for  their  careful  consider- 
ation, adoption,  realization  and  prompt  exe- 
cution.   You  will,  no  doubt,  as  patriotic  citi- 
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zens  who  have  a  deep  interest  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  county  at  heart,  will  thus  faith- 
fully co-operate  with  him  to  carry  out  the 
interests  of  the  county  for  her  well  being, 
with  ardent  endeavors  and  enthusiasm.  May 
each  one  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Maryland,  vigorously  cultivate  his  taste, 
tact  and  natural  talents  or  endowments  and 
assiduously  apply  the  same  for  the  advance- 
ment and  prosperity  of  our  endearing  and 
highly  prized  county. 

A  WORD  FOR  LIBERIA  IN  GENERAL. 

A  few  years  ago  when  the  spirit  of 
selfish,  grasping  and  covetous  desires  were 
largely  shown  abroad  on  the  part  of  the 
European  nations  to  parcel  out  Africa,  and 
who  had  been  actuated  by  erroneous  and 
unhumanitarian  principles,  similar  to  the  one 
that  influenced  them  some  three  hundred  years 
ago  to  take  the  black  man  away  from  his 
country,  and  now  to  take  his  country  away 
from  him,  regardless  of  any  law  of  God  or 
treaty  stipulations  of  man.  Some  of  our 
people  have  just  been  filled  with  apprehen- 
sions that  our  country  would  be  taken  away 
from  us,  or  in  other  words  would  be  absorb- 
ed by  the  same  European  people.  But  certain 
action  which  is  said  to  have  been  recently 
taken  on  the  part  of  the  United  State  Govern- 
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ment  has  freed  our  minds  from  such    appre- 
hension. 

Cape  Palmas,  home  of  Doctor  Hall's  1 

Pioneer  repatriate  sons,  I 

New  home  in   their  father-land  I 

And  this  was   the  name   thou  was   called.  \ 

It  was   the  name  given   to   thee, 
By  Portugese   adventurers, 
Who  labored  hard  as  infestcrs 
Of  Africa  and   her  people. 

King  Freeman   and  Doctor  Hall,   too, 
Were  made  friends,  but   of  different 
Races,  King  Freeman   and  Governor 
Russwurm   have  been   friends  as  parent. 

Whose  interests  have   still   blended 
Together  as   the  same  race  met, 
To  protect   their  people  landed  / 

Enjoy'd  their  home  without  regret.  / 

We   their  offsprings  are  resolved. 
To   carry  out  their  desires   well, 
Tims  in  our  common  country  dwell, 
And  blend  our  lot  unreserved. 

"Till   Ethiopia   her  hands   to   God 
Suddenly  shall   stretch  soon,   out, 
From  various  tribes  of  her  sons 
Dwell  in  Africa's  wild  prisons. 

(The  above  is   original,   by  S.   W.   Seton.) 

In  conclusion  allow  me  to  say  that 
Fxcelsior  being  our  motto,  let  us  as  indi- 
viduals representing  the    nation,    as    well   as 
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our  county,  lay  asido  the  extreme  notion  of 
politics  unknown  to  the  Cape  Palnias  of  yore, 
but  which  recently  has  taken  such  a  hold 
upon  us  as  to  make  some  of  our  citizens 
regardless  of  evil  consequences  by  which  they 
are  driven  to  the  perpetration  of  such  deeds 
which  are  unbecoming  to  civilized  gentlemen 
much  less  to  Christian  gentlemen.  But  let 
us  instead,  aspire  after  higher  things,  for  that 
is  in  accordance  with  the  meaning  of  the 
word  Excelsior,  which  means,  to  go  beyond, 
to  excell,  to  surpass,  especially  in  good  quali- 
ties or  laudable  deeds. 

We  should  combine  all  our  efforts  to 
the  development  of  the  immense  resources 
that  are  now  hidden  in  the  three  natural 
kingdoms  viz.  mineral,  vegetable  and  animal; 
which  have  lain  uncovered  from  time  imme- 
morial, and  now  should  be  propeily  devel- 
oped and  actually  applied  to  our  own  uses 
and  purposes. 

May  Liberia  ever  prosper  and  progress 
in  spite  of  the  prejudices  of  her  enemies  and 
especially  may  Maryland  County  ever  thrive 
amidst  the  obstacles  that  are  now  obstructing 
her  pathway  to  excellency  and  earthly  glory. 
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ADDRESS  DELIVERED  BY  THE  HON. 

J.  H.  DENNIS,  ON  THE  UNVEILING  OF 

THE  MONUMENT. 

In  appearing  before  you  on  this  AUGUST 
OCCASION,  J  have  only  oonseirted  to  do 
so  iflTPT^mpliance  with  a  very  goneroiis  request 
made  to  me  by  my  fellow  countrymen  ap- 
pointing me  to  unveil  in  your  presence  to- 
day, this  Monument  which  has  been  erected 
by  the  good  people  of  Cape  Pa,lmas,  and 
requesting  me  to  make  an  address  when  per- 
forming the  act.  In  coming  out  to  fulfill  my 
engagements.  J  feol  very  profoundly  my  own 
unworthiness  of  the  high  priyellege  conferred 
upon  me  by  my  fellow  citizens,'  "and  do  as- 
sure you  that  if  J  could  haye  honorably  de- 
clined the  request,  J  would  have  done  so  and 
give  place  to  a  more  worthier  person  than 
your  humble  sei'vant,  to  perform  the  exalted 
task. 

I  feel  very  confident,  that  the  inspiring 
exercises  of  this  morning,  in  which  you  join- 
ed so  heartily  in  commemorating  the  sixty- 
sixth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Maryland 
in  Liberia,  has  already  filled  your  hearts  to 
overflowing  wiih  patriotic  fervor  and  with 
feelings  of  national  enthusiasm  for  your  land 
and  country,  and  possibly,  there  is  no  room 
left  in  them  to  take  in  fresh    inspirations   at 
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this  hour  of  our  afternoon  exercises.  Should 
this  be  the  case,  J  can  only  wish  that  your 
hearts  would  continue  to  overflow  and  ever 
flow  on  in  one  foaming  spirit  of  true  and 
undiminished  patriotism  for  your  home,  your 
native  land  and  your  country  at  large,  which 
J  have  every  reason  to  believe  you  love  and 
pride  so  very  much  above  all  places  the  wide 
world  around.  Sixteen  years  have  passed 
away,  since  the  people  of  Maryland  met  to- 
gether in  a  public  capacity  to  pay  deference 
to  the  day  when  formal  possession  was  taken 
of  Cape  Palmas  by  our  PILGRIM  FATHERS. 
Now  it  appears  that  the  year  nineteen  hund- 
red will  be  a  year  of  grace  to  us  all.  May 
heaven  grant  it. 

The  sons  and  daughters  of  Maryland, 
as  are  represented  here  to-day,  have 
grown  up  with  a  spirit  of  patriotic  inspiration 
and  are  determined,  we  believe,  henceforth 
to  admire  and  ever  cherish  the  labors  of  the 
early  Fathers  who  labored  so  indefatigably 
amid  dangers  and  hardships  to  the  utmost 
extreme  to  provide  for  their  posterity  a  home 
and  country  wherein  we  all  can  enjoy  the 
inestimable  blessings  of  serving  God  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  our  own  consciences 
and  to  enjoy  the  great  blessing  of  civil,  po- 
litical and  religious  freedom.    In  recognizing 
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this  fact,  J  think  that  the  object  which  brings 
us  together  in  the  bond  of  one  common  inter- 
est, is  indeed  one  of  no  little  significance. 
It  is  a  grand  and  noble  one.  It  is  glorious 
and  sublime.  It  is  a  great  step  in  the  right 
direction.  It  is  a  progressive  idea,  calculat- 
ed to  carry  us  on  joyfully  into  the  coming 
20H}  century.  And  if  it  is  rightly  understood 
by  all  classes  of  our  people  J  mean,  if  the 
grand  aim  and  object  which  our  fathers  had 
in  laying  the  foundation  upon  which  this 
important  county  of  Liberia  is  being  built  up, 
be  thoroughly  comprehended  and  kept  conti- 
nually before  our  eyes;  it  will  enable  us 
undoubtedly  to  resurrect  ourselves  from  the 
slums  and  pits  of  political  strife,  confusions, 
illwill,  jealous  ambition  and  all  other  demora- 
lizing influences  and  elevate  us  to  breathe  in 
a  higher  and  purer  atmosphere  of  union,  peace 
and  goodwill  towards  each  other,  where  we 
can  better  love  and  serve  the  God  of  our 
Fathers  —  honor  the  King  and  love  the 
common  brotherhood  of  mankind. 

Then  in   the    language    of  the    poet,    J 
would  exclaim: 

Awake   our  souls,   away   our  fears, 

Let  every  trembling  thought  be  gone; 

Awake   and   run   the   heavenly   race. 
And   put   a  clicerful   courage  on. 
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True  ^tis   a   straight   and   thorny  road, 
And   mortal   spirits   tire   and   faint; 

But   they   forget   tlic   Mighty  God, 

Who^feeds   the   strengtli   of  every   saint. 

Tlie  Mighty ^God  whose   matchless   power. 

Is  ever  new  and  ever  young. 
And  firm   endures  while  endless  years, 

Their  everlastinglcirclcs  run. 

From  thee,  the   ever  flowing  spring, 
Our   souls   shall   drink   a   full   supply. 

While   those  who   trust   their  native   strength 
Shall   melt   away,   and   droop   and   die; 

Swift  as  an  eagle  cuts  the  air. 

We'll  mount-  aloft  to   thine  abode; 

On  wings  of  love   our  souls   shall  fly. 
Nor   tire   amid   the   heavenly   road. 

By  virtue  of  the  right  delegated  to  me 
by  my  constituency,  J  cherish  the  everlasting 
memory  of  our  pioneer  FATHERS  and 
MOTHERS  and  in  high  honor  to  their  illu- 
strious names,  which  shall  be  carried  down 
the  ages  of  time  in  the  pages  of  Maryland's 
history,  to  generations  yet  unborn.  In  honor 
to  their  noble  fidelity,  their  praise  worthy 
efforts  and  their  heroic  deeds  which  they  did 
display  in  life's  career,  ere  they  went  down 
from  their  labors  to  rest  in  the  silent  tomb; 
there  to  wait  the  triumph  of  God  to  call 
them  forth  at  the  first  ressurrection  to  meet 
the  great  Judge  of  quick  and  dead,    and  be 
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everlastingly  rewarded  for  the  faithful  ser- 
vice they  rendered  here  on  earth,  to  God, 
to  their  oountrj  and  to  their  race.  Yes, 
for  all  this.  J  take  unbounded  pleasure,  La- 
dies and  Gentlemen,  and  do  now  in  the  pre- 
sence of  this  assembly  unveil  this  Monument 
in  sacred  memory  to  the  first  and  early 
PIONEERS  of  Maryland  in  Liberia. 

(The  monument  was  here  unveiled.) 

Cherishing  as  J  do,  the  fond  hope  that 
it  will  stand  there  for  ages  upon  ages  as  a 
vivid  reminder  of  our  most  illustrious  dead, 
to  spur  us  on  in  our  great  cause,  to  nobler 
deeds  as  well  as  all  our  succeeding  posteri- 
ty. You  have  heard  from  the  eloquent  ora- 
tor of  the  day  a  very  graphic  and  instructive 
and  historical  account  of  the  origin,  growth 
and  development  of  our  own  dear  Maryland 
J  need  not  therefore  enter  into  details  in 
vindication  of  the  right,  the  absolute  right, 
which  this  generation  has  to  erect  unto  the 
imperishable  names  of  our  sainted  fathers 
this  magnificient  monument.  J  need  only  to 
remark,  that  such  is  the  custom  of  all  sen- 
sible and  grateful  minded  civilized  people  the 
world  over. 

If  Miltiades  once  regarded  it  as  a  pa- 
triotic duty  to  collect  together  the  remains 
of  those  who  had  fallen  at  Marathon,  we  to- 
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day  are  not  less  mindful  of  the  ashes  of  our 
fathers  who  stood  so  loyal  and  nobly  against 
innumerable  odds,  suffering  and  dying  in  their 
efforts  to  pour  out  the  germs  of  a  nation 
from  the  home  of  Christian  philanthropy  in 
Cape  Palmas.  J  think  that  no  pioneer  sett- 
lers of  any  county  under  heaven,  deserves  a 
higher  niche  in  the  temple  of  renown  than 
our  pioneers  are  entitled  to.  Then  in  ap- 
preciable consideration  of  what  has  been 
accomplished  through  our  persevering  efforts, 
J  think  we  have  demonstrated  tliat  the  spirit 
of  gratitude  is  being  kindled  within  us  afresh. 
May  it  grow  into  a  blazing  flame  of  love 
and  patriotic  devotion,  more  and  more,  to 
the  upbuilding  of  this  our  beloved  county  of 
Maryland. 

The  achievements  we  have  made  in  this 
year  of  grace,  opens  to-day  a  fresh  page  and 
a  new  chapter  for  the  poetical  and  historical 
writer  of  the  history  of  Maryland.  It  marks 
an  important  epoch  in  the  unique  history  of 
the  Republic  of  Liberia.  It  places  in  the 
catalogue  of  West  African  achievements  an- 
other signal  trumph  of  the  progress  of  Chris- 
tian civilization  over  the  powers  of  paganism, 
superstition  and  demon  craft. 

In  taking  a  retrospective  view  of  the 
past  as  we   have    been   permitted   to    do    to- 
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day,  we  are  able  to  see  that  the  first  shaking 
of  hands  which  took  place  between  Dr.  James 
Hall,  agent  of  the  Mar3^1and  Colonization 
Society,  and  good  old  king  Freeman  of  the 
Cape  Palmas  Greboes,  was  full  of  weight  and 
significance.  Indeed  it  spoke  volumes  for 
the  future  greatness  of  Cape  Palmas.  Like- 
wise also,  did  the  first  greeting  which  took 
place  with  the  early  colonists  and  king  Free- 
man's people,  foreshadow  of  what  we  witness 
to-day.  This  bond  of  union  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  social  equality  between  the  America 
and  Grebo  Liberian  elements,  united  together, 
as  a  county  —  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  only 
independent  Negro  State  in  Africa.  But  then, 
what  can  we  say  about  the  Christian  Church 
that  was  then  in  its  nascent  state,  as  fitly 
represented  by  three  clergymen,  the  Revs. 
John  Hersey,  J.  Leighton  Wilson  and  S.  R. 
Wj^nkoop  and  the  Christian  laymen  that  were 
present  when  formal  possession  was  taken  of 
Cape  Palmas.  In  our  opinion,  it  signified 
that  Church  and  State  in  Maryland  should 
forever  go  hand  in  hand  together,  and  fur- 
ther, that  Maryland  in  Liberia  would  become 
a  great  mission  field  in  aiding  on  the  glorious 
evangelization  of  Western  Africa.  And  why 
should  this  not  be  the  case?  are  we  not  ac- 
quainted  with   the   fact   that   good   old   king 
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Prepman  urged  and  had  it  stipulated  iu  the 
first  deed  for  the  negotiation  of  his  land, 
that  free  schools  shall  be  established  among 
his  people,  also  that  he  sent  Simleh  Rallah, 
his  mouth-piece  with  a  petition  to  meet  the 
Board  in  Baltimore,  reiterating  what  he  had 
requested  of  Dr.  Hall  the  Soc's  Agent  in 
Cape  Palmas?  The  result  of  which,  my  dear 
friends,  are  great  and  manifold  as  we  look 
at  them  to-day.  Look  at  the  mission  school 
that  was  first  started  at  Mt.  Vaughn  by  the 
sainted  James  M.Thomson  of  precious  memory, 
which  school,  was  subsequently  carried  to 
Half-Cavalla  and  from  there  it  was  rebuilt 
into  the  Epiphany  Hall,  a  large  and  magni- 
ficient  building  at  Cuttington,  founded  on 
this  very  day  ten  years  ago,  from  which  is 
sent  out  with  other  schools  scores  and  hun- 
dreds of  scholars  to  serve  in  many  capacities 
in  all  parts  of  the  county,  even  throughout 
the  nation.  We  look  around  at  this  audience, 
and  behold  we  see  a  fit  representative  of 
king  Freeman's  posterity  in  the  person  of 
the  Hon.  Samuel  W.  Keda  Seton  who  is 
indeed  acknowledged  as  a  Grebo-Liberian 
scholar.  We  have  the  pleasure  —  the  dis- 
tinguished pleasure,  to  have  in  our  midst 
to-day  the  Rt.  Rev.  Samuel  Uavid  Fergu- 
son, who  has  been  educated  upon  the  soil  of 
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Maryland  in  our' mission  institutions  of  learn- 
ing and  sent  forth  as  a  most  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  the  Christian  church  in  Mary- 
land, with  honor  to  his  land  and  country, 
as  the  first  Negro  Bishop  of  Cape  Palmas 
and  parts  Adjacent. 

Yes  we  look  round  again,  and  we  see 
scores  of  young  pupils  who  are  pursuing  their 
studies,  with  success  J  hope,  for  we  expect 
many  of  them  to  fill  positions  of  trust  with 
greater  ability  and  renown  than  those  that 
now  occupy  the  stage  of  action.  In  view  of 
this  we  must  exclaim: 

How  wondrous   and   great 
Thy  works,  God  of  praise, 
How  just.  King  of  saints. 
And  true  arc  Tliy  ways 
Oh,  who   shalKnol   fear  Thee, 
And  honor  Thy  name? 
Thou  only  art  holy, 
Thou  only  Supreme. 

Lo   nations   long  dark 
Thy  light   shall   be   shown; 
Their  worshij)   and  "vows 
Shall   come   to  Thy  throne: 
Thy   truths   and  Thy  judgements 
Shall   spread   all   abroad, 
Till   earth's   every   peo])le 
Confess  Thee   their  Lord. 

In  the  economy  of  heaven  our  Maryland 
has  a  great  part  to  play  in  the  regeneration 
of  Western  Africa.     8he  has  a   mighty   part 
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to  take  in  contributing  her  qiioto  towards  the 
future  greatness  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia. 
Therefore  it  would  only  be  absurd  for  any 
man,  whether  he  be^high  or  low,  to  put 
himself  in  the  way  to  baffle  the  patriotic 
designs  and  object  of  the  growing  generations 
of  our  eounty  in  their  pride  and  glee  to 
honor,  love,  cherish  and  to  perpetuate  the 
noble  works  of  the  fathers.  It  would  just 
be  ridiculous  to  stand  idling  in  the  way, 
with  old  time's  whimsical  notions,  to  check 
as  it  were,  the  spirit  of  improvement  and 
development  which  is  bound  to  characterize 
the  youthful  hearts  and  minds  of  our  growing 
citizens.  All  who  would  attempt  such  things, 
would  eventually  be  crushed  to  death  by  the 
ponderous  wheels  of  progress  and  development. 
In  conclusion,  J  have  only  to  say  one 
word  more  to  this  enthusiastic  gathering,  and 
this  J  borrow  from  the  language  of  Long- 
fellow:  — 

Lives   of  great   men   all   remind  us 
We  can   make   our  lives   sublime ; 
And,   departing,  leave   behind  us 
Foot  prints  on  the  sands  of  time;   — 
Foot  prints,   that  perhaps   another. 
Sailing  o'er  life's   solemn   main, 
A   forlorn   and   shipwrecked   brother, 
Seeing,   shall   take  heart  again. 
Let  us,   then   be   up   and   doing. 
With   a  heart  for  any  fate; 
Still   achieving,   still   pursuing. 
Learn   to  LABOR  and   to  WAIT. 
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HYMNS  FOR  THE  CELEBRATION 

of  the  22^  February,  1900. 


BLESSED  IS  THE  NATION  WHOSE 
GOD  IS  THE  LORD.        6s.  4s. 

Liberia!  noble  sight, 
Lov'd  by  the  bold  Hamite, 

We  love  thee  too ; 
Here  every  son  of  Ham, 
May  lift  his  feeble  hand. 
And  sing  the  great  command, 

To  nation's  due. 

Lift  up  a  standard  here, 
Of  Christian  love  and  fear, 

Throughout  the  land; 
Defend  us  in  our  right, 
From  every  foe  of  might, 
And  keep  us  near  Thy  sight, 

From  Satan's  band. 

O'er  all  our  mountains,  hills, 
O'er  lightnings,  storms  and  chills, 

Keep  watchful  eye; 
Guard  well  our  coast  around, 
And  inlands,  to  their  bound; 
Give  health  —  keep  body  sound, 

Nor  let  us  sigh. 

When  troubles,  great  and  sore. 
And  wars,  or  threaten'd  gore, 
Spread  o'er  the  land; 


Let  Thy  still  voice  he  felt, 
And  o'er  the  nation  —  dealt 
To  soothe,  the  rage,  and  melt, 
By  Thy  command. 

R.  H.  GIBSON. 


THEY   DESIRE   A    BETTER   COUNTRY. 

S.  M. 

Far  off,  across  the  sea, 

Our  fathers  bent  their  flight; 

To  seek  a  region  of  the  free, 
Away  from  tyrants'  sight 

They  anchor'd  near  the  shore. 
Midst  rock  and  roaring  sea; 

And  taught  the  heathen  to  adore. 
The  Lamb  of  Calvary. 

Though  rack'd  with  fevers,  pain 
And  chills  ran  through   the    vein; 

They  trusted  Jesus  who  was  slain, 
And  taught  their  sons  the  same. 

Now  sons  of  Palmas  —  rise 
And  sing  Him  songs  of  praise; 

Ye  daughters  join  the  enterprise, 
And  let  your  voices  raise. 

Sing  through  Hamatic  land 

To  Ethiopia's  bound; 
And  let  Liberia's  noble  stand, 

In  every  heart  be  found. 

R.  H.   GIBSON. 


PRAISE  YE  THE  NAME  OF  THE  LORD. 

6s.   4s. 

Let  all  the  nation  know, 


The  God  of  truth  and  love 
And  in  our  actions  show, 

Our  love  to  God  above. 
Who  brought  us  here, 
Prom  regions  far; 
To  love  and  fear, 
Him  who  is  near. 


This  nation  small,  but  grand, 
So  rich  in  signs  of  wealth; 
With  freedom  all  around, 
Throughout  the  length  and  breadth 

Here  heathen  bow 

With  us  in  prayer; 

First  learning  how, 

His  cross  to  bear. 

Guard  well  our  coast  around, 

Great  God  of  peace  and  love; 
And  let  our  land  abound. 
In  peace  with  all  around. 
From  north  to  south, 
From  east  to  west; 
Fill  every  mouth 
With  peace  and  rest. 

Let  Palmas'  sires  and  youth. 
Lift  up  their  voice  in  praise 

And  own  the  God  of  truth. 
While  every  County  raise  — 
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A  sigh  to  Him 
Who  brought  us  here, 
To  cease  from  sin 
But  love  and  fear. 

R.  H.   GIBSON. 


REJOICE  EVERMORE.        C.  M. 

Let  hallilujah  thrill  the  land, 

On  this  our  natal  day; 
When  first  we  anchor'd  in  the    strand. 

And  built  rude  tents  to  stay. 

No  house  was  visible  around. 

No  trait  of  Christian  life; 
No  place  of  worship  could  be  found, 

But  pagan  fetish  strife. 

The  Lord  has  look'd  upon  the  land, 

And  brooded  mercy's  found; 
Now  Christian  Churches    stand   around    ' 

And  love  for  Christ  abound. 

Lift  up  your  voices  sons  of  Ham, 

Ye  daughters  follow  train; 
The  Christ  has  rais'd  us  up  to  man. 

Come  Lord  and  in  us  reign. 

R.  H.   GIBSON. 


AWAKE  OUR  SOULS,  AWAY  OUR 
FEARS 

Awake  our  souls,  away  our  fears. 
Let  every  trembling  thought  be  gone; 
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Awake  and  run  the  heavenly  race, 
And  put  a  cheerful  courage,   [repeat.] 

True  'tis  a  straight  and  thorny  road, 

And  mortal  spirits  tire  and  faint; 

But  they  forget  the  mighty  God. 

Who  feeds  the  strength  of  every  saint,  [repeat.] 

The  mighty  God,  whose  matchless  power 
Is  ever  new  and  ever  young. 
And  firm  endures,  while  endless  years. 
Their  everlasting  circles  run.  [repeat.] 

From  thee,  the  ever  flowing   spring, 
Our  souls  shall  drink  a  full  supply, 
While  those  who  trust  their  native  strength 
Shall  melt  away,  and  droop,  and  die.   [repeat.] 

Swift  as  an  eagle  cuts  the  air, 
Will  mount  aloft  to  thine  abode; 
On  wings  of  love  our  souls  shall  fly. 
Nor  tire  amid  the  heavenly  road,   [repeat.] 


EXULTATION. 

Let  every  heart  rejoice  and  sing. 

Let  choral  anthems  rise; 
Ye  reverend  men  and  children,  bring 

To  God  your  sacrifice. 

CHO  —  For  he  is  good,  the  Lord  is   good. 
And  kind  are  all  his  ways; 
With  songs  and  honors  sounding   loud, 
The  Lord  Jehovah  praise. 
While  the  rocks  and  the  rills, 
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While  the  vales  and  the  hills, 
A  glorious  anthem  raise, 
Let  each  prolong  the  grateful  song. 
And  the  God  of  our  fathers  praise, 
And  the  God  of  our  fathers  praise. 

He  bids  the  sun  to  rise  and  set; 

in  heaven  his  power  is  known; 
And  earth,  subdued  to  him.   shall  yet 

Bow    low   before  his  throne.  —  CHO. 


GLORIA  PATRIA.  L.  M. 

To  Him  who  died  for  every  race. 
The  Father's   dear  Beloved  Son: 

And  Holy  Ghost  sent  by  His  grace. 
All  glory  to  Thee,  Triune   --  One. 

R.  H.  GIBSON. 


FLY  AWAY  AND  BE  AT  REST.     7.6.8. 

We  have  found  a  place  of  rest, 

On  Afric's  barren  sand; 
Here  we  cease  to  be  opjirest, 

And  gently  take  our  stand. 
Freedom  reigns  throughout  our  coast, 

O'pressive  powers  cease  to  live, 
Of  this  freedom,  we  will  boast 

To  God  our  thanks  we'll  give. 

Many  years  our  fathers  pray'd 

For  what  we  now  enjoy; 
Oft  while  praying,  were  annoy'd, 

Then  inward  peace  destroy'd. 
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Now  Liberia's  sable  sons, 

Stand  on  Afric's  burning  shore; 
Songs  of  Zion  have  begun 

To  spread  from  door  to  door. 

Patriarchs  and  sires,  gone, 

Have  left  their  sons  a  home; 
By  their  act  we  cease  to  mourn, 
And  tell  their  comrades,  come. 
Millions  yet  in  foreign   clime, 

Wait  to  join  us  in   this  land, 
Now  my  brethren  is  the  time. 
To  make  this  land  your  stand. 

R.  H.  GIBSON. 


LYONS.  10.  10.  11.  11 

How  wondrous  and  great  Thy  works, 

God  of  praise! 
How  just  King  of  saints, 

And  true  are  Thy  ways! 

0  who  shall  not  frar  Thee, 

xAnd  honor  Thy  name? 
Thou  only  art  holy, 

Thou  only  supreme. 

To  nations  long  dark 

Thy  light  shall  be  shown ; 
Their  worship  and  vows 

Shall  come  to  Thy  throne: 

Thy  truth  and  Thy  judgments 

Shall  spread  all  abroad. 
Till  earth's  every  people 

Confess  Thee  their  God. 
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